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Octoberfest
Social
Sunday,Oct. 18
4:00 pm
Romanelli
Island

AFHA leaf, brush &
trash pickup
TBA
8:00 to Noon

KCMO leaf & brush
curbside pickups
November 6
December 11

AFHA Notes

Kansas City has had incredible summer weather this year. The brown grass
was banished by timely rain and low temperatures. Remember the old KC
weather adage “just wait, it can and will change
tomorrow”.

Early Notice
The Kansas City Marathon WILL effect traffic on October 18, 2014. Morn-
ing travel out of our neighborhood will be a challenge.

Note for all our homeowners, particularly new ones, before you change a
fence please communicate with your neighbors BEFORE you make any
change along adjacent property lines.

The fun Armour Fields event is coming!
Octoberfest will be held October 18.
Beer, wine, great food and pony rides for the kids.
Your AFHA board will be available to answer your questions including
the fee change.

The 67th and Wornall fountain is now running. We found a way to go
around the city by using water from the house at 401 West 67th. Special
thanks to Lillyan Storm.

The current AFHA board roster and contact information is on the last page
of this issue. Welcome to new board members; Alex Kopulis, Craig Nulan
and returnee Shelley Cetin

Coming soon - new internet communication tools including a recommenda-
tion service for home repair & service, and a security group.
Please Support our advertisers
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Parks And Islands Information — Jane Aylward 816/520-0750

TREES The City has a fabulous, interactive
map on the KCMO.org 311 website where you
can get a bird’s eye view of your property, point
to a specific tree, click, and get the exact address
of the tree. Yet some City departments and their
subcontractors don’t refer to this when a 311 Ac-
tion report is filed. It took John Murphy and me
numerous emails and phone calls—with photos—
to prove there was a two-story tall completely
dead maple tree at Ward Parkway Park before it
was removed. A replacement maple tree will be
planted this fall. If you would like to donate the
tree and planting, please call me. The city will
not plant a new tree, we have to. As the head of
Public Works told Mr. Murphy, KCMO owns but
does not have the money to take care of our parks
and islands. If we don’t maintain them, Public
Works will remove everything, then pave over
them. That is interesting since they like to show
off “the most beautiful areas of the city” by rout-
ing every blessed run and bike race past them,
but refuse to mow them, much less manicure
them the way we do!

For damage to a city tree in the right-of-way
on your property, please call 311 or use the kemo.

org 311 Action Center website to file a report
and be patient because it may take a while for
them to get to you—KCMO is a huge geographic
area. Don’t pile the city tree limbs on parks and
islands, because your neighbors will then be
forced to pay to have them hauled off, stack them
on the curb and wait for the city.

Trees on the parks and islands: The two
aged cedars at Banana Island and three crabapple
trees at Banana Island and Seville were removed.
Two Colorado blue spruce trees will be planted
at Banana Island this fall and the crabs will be
replaced. Someone asked, Why we removed old
crabs with interesting shapes which still bloom
in the spring. The answer is that one of them
fell over and the other two were out of balance
and not growing new limbs to correct that, so we
removed them before they fell on someone.

Other parks and islands questions I have
been asked:

1. What happened to plans to build a new east en-
trance wall and flower bed on the Banana Island? All
winter we look forward to spring improvement projects,
then winter damage starts to show up. We had budgeted
a curved, sitting height wall with urns to match the one
on the west end of the island, but had to use that money
to rebuild and repair four entry walls on Ward Parkway
and the Sentry House walls on Gregory instead.

2. What happened to the dogwood tree at 68th and
Wornall? The tree was a newer variety of city-air toler-
ant, full-sun dogwood. It was growing fast, had buds and
leaves, then suddenly died within a week. According to
two tree experts, someone sprayed it with weed killer.
There were no dogwoods of that variety available in May,
so we planted a new version of a Bloodgood Japanese
Maple, city-savvy, full sun. Next spring, if we can get
the type of dogwood we had before, we will move the
maple to a new location and the residents who helped
design that island can have their requested dogwood again.

(Continued on Page 5)

~ George Medina Team ~
Selling More Homes in 64113 Year After Year!
Thanks for Your Continued Trust!

George Medina
Sales Executive

816 838-5178
Sylvia Medina Smith

Sales Associate
816 210-6068

Elizabeth Medina
Sales Associate

As Seen 816 838-5179

On HGTV!

Medinasells.com
GeorgeMedina@ReeceAndNichols.com

m REeCEENICHOLS @

REALTOR Licensed in Missouri & Kansas
Direct 913 652-4385
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The Block Kitty
By Molly Williams
We all know the adage that it takes a village to raise a child.
In this part of Armour Fields, it apparently takes a block to keep
a cat.

Over the last several months, a full grown all-over-gray cat
with gorgeous green eyes has been spied in and around the 600
block of West 69" Terrace. When I grew concerned that she was
lost and couldn’t find her way home, I sent out an email for in-
formation. I got back a flood of responses from neighbors who
have had their own experiences with this resourceful feline.

At 645, the kids call her Smoky and she does NOT get along
with the terrier of the house. Down at 627 she goes by Kitty Gray
Gray and likes to cuddle and have her tummy rubbed. She has
been seen leaping the fence in the back yards of houses backing
up to Romany, and to Valley, and spending lots of time on the
cushions behind 609. At 628 she gets chased out by their large
poodle, and across the street three year old Robert calls her Glen,
his generic name for any kitty he sees. She’s been known to stroll
in through the open back door at 622, and like Batman, seems to
be everywhere, and yet nowhere.

(Continued on Page 4)

Welcome to Our
New Neighbors!

We welcome the follow-
ing new neighbors to the Ar-
mour Fields Homes Association.
Please take a few moments to
welcome them to our neighbor-
hood!

Christopher & Lori Callegari
400 West 69th Street

Richard & Lorretta Bradley
608 Romany Road

Sandra & Frank Cannon
624 West Dartmouth

Matt & Kadi Ensz
440 West 67th Street

Ryan McFarland & Jennifer Eng
408 West Dartmouth

Susan Hansen
1022 West Gregory

Aaron Kuddes
417 West 70th Street

Gerilyn Goeddel & Connor Ornce
417 West Dartmouth

Denise & Daniel Portnoy
603 West 68th Terrace

Jason & Stacey Roske
625 West 67th Terrace

Jennifer Schuster & Charles White
636 Romany Road

Jason & Kari Sweet
604 Romany Road

Jillian & Ryan Wahrenbrock
800 West Gregory
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Here at 641 she goes by the name Cat Be-
natar; she has taken up more or less permanent
residence on our threshold, or napping on the
deck couch in the sun.

Thanks to our nephew who recently visited
from Hollywood and was taken with the idea of
a transient pet, she also now has over 400 likes
on Instagram.

She’s clearly well-fed, although no one will
admit feeding her. And always up for a leg rub.

She’s friendly, independent, and to me sym-
bolizes some of the best things about living in
this neighborhood. Close neighbors make for
strong communities, and those who are willing
to help tend another’s pet will also help look out

TURNER HEALTH SOLUTIONS
816-550-1036
Health Care provided in your home
by a Board Certified Nurse Practitioner
who makes insurance-covered house calls!!

Includes the new Medicare Wellness Visit.
Coordination of other services including
in-home-care, house cleaning, handy man
Assists with locating skilled or assisted living

Toby Turner, Owner Edison Rivera, Craftsman

for each other’s homes, families, and well-being.
We are open, but responsible, and will reach out
to one another. We will look for solutions, but
in the meantime make sure a stray kitty doesn’t
go unloved. Brad in 615 summed it up by not-
ing that after the communal cat experience, he is
reassured that if any of his three little boys goes
astray or “runs away from home” as only a six
year old can, he will be well taken care of. Maybe
not fed, but watched over.

That’s what neighbors do. We look out for
one another. Thanks, Cat Benatar, for allowing
us all to be just that much more neighborly.

Serving e
Travelens Seace 1945

Shelton Travel Service
Mark Ebbitts, President
(Romanelli Resident since ’86)

Specializing in Vacation
Travel

4800 Belleview
2 Blocks West of the Plaza

PLaza 3-4888
(816-753-4888)
www.sheltontravel.com

E-mail address: info@sheltontravel.com
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Parks and Islands — continued from Page 2

P&I Wish List Items: Benches: We wish we
had 501C3 funds to buy cast steel benches like
the ones at Romanelli Park for Ward Parkway
Park and the Banana Island. In order to get the
best prices, they should be installed two at a time.
The benches are approximately $1500 each, the
cost for footings, pads and setting the benches in
place on the pads is approximately $5,000 per pair,
maybe less if we did four at one time in each park.
We won’t install any until we can do at least two.
It would be lovely to have four at Ward Parkway
under the shade trees. At the Banana Island, we
could place four at the east and west sides of the
“circle of cedars”, all angled toward the circle.
Someday, we could have a fabulous urn or bird
bath on a pedestal there. If you want to make a
tax-deductible donation, please contact Hank Van
Arsdale for information.

Other than parks and islands, some things
have come up:

1. Itis not legal in KCMO to pipe your sump
pump, washer, pool or French drain/gutter water

just to the house side of the front sidewalk and dump it
there—it is supposed to go under the walk, not be drained
onto the walk. Tell your landscaper or contractor to call
513-1511 if they don’t believe you. If something on your
property does not conform to code, your homeowner’
policy will not cover you if someone falls on ice, mud,
whatever that slimey stuff is growing on the sidewalk
in front of your house.

2. Similarly,if a contractor tells you KCMO does not
care about or check for permits, code violations, etc. they
are dead wrong and too full of hubris to be someone you
will enjoy working with. There are fifty codes inspec-
tors. Call 513-1511 to ask code questions or inquire if
you need a permit for a certain project.

3. If a contractor tells you the same size/shape/type
of window or door or whatever originally installed in
your house is not available, they are ill-informed or lazy.
Everything in your house can be replaced —maybe not
at a big box store—but they are available. Call me and
I will give you sources. There is no reason to lower the
value of your property with cheap stuff.

Thank you, everyone, for your interest, good ideas
and willing hands. We are lucky to live where we live,

(lunex Fields Specialist
Masten Qarndnen \’

barbararoche@reeceandnichols.com
8§16-223-525858

ReeceNichols
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and we know it!

let-century faith
in a traditional setting

Adult Ministries/Small Groups
Children’s Ministries
Youth Ministries
Outreach Ministries

Couﬁ%rfClub

United Methodist Church

Sunday Mornings
Sunday School for All Ages
Worship Service

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
57th St. and Wornall Road | Kansas City, MO

www.countryclubumc.org
Church Office: 816 444-1616
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AFHA Fee Change — Stew Bintner, Treasurer

So, what do you get for the “ex-
tra” seventy-five dollars? That’s a
reasonable question.

As most residents of Armour
Fields remember, they agreed to
membership in the homes associa-
tion at the time they purchased
their property. Among other
things, they agreed to pay annual
dues which sustain the work of
Armour Fields association. Cur-
rently dues are ninety dollars per
year. This funding pays for a wide
variety of expenses ranging from
maintaining common-areaislands,
fountains, walls and other statuary
to paying expenses for the annual
meeting, October Fest etc.

So, what is the current optional
security/snow assessment about?
Basically two items are covered by

this seventy-five dollar, voluntary
fee. The first provides funds for
neighborhood safety by hiring
Chesley Brown Security Service to
patrol the area included in Armour
Fields. The origin of this activity
dates back to the 1980’s when a
series of frequent burglaries in our
area understandably concerned
many residents. It is impossible
to prove exactly how effective
the security patrols have been.
However, the level of burglaries
has never returned to the rates
that were present prior to having
these guards on regular duty.
The second use of the optional
fee is removing snow in a timely
manner. Kansas City public works
does provide for snow clearance in
the winter. However, that service

ANN HYDE

25+ years of real

is often a day or more after the
event and often results in a single
path cleared in the center of the
street. The current snow clear-
ance, clearing both sides of the
street, that begins as soon as four
inches of snow falls, is provided by
the Armour Fields Homes Associa-
tion. Kansas City plows often also
make a later pass, but the initial
and primary clearance is paid for
by this fee.

Security patrols and timely snow
removal. That is what we get for
our seventy-five dollars. Most
residents think that it is a good
investment.

My experience

can help you with:

RIGHTSIZING. Smaller or larger,

estate service ready

to go to work for you!

Let’s meet for coffee and talk

T'1l help you find it and make it work.

REMODELING. Call me to ensure

the best return on your investment.

STAYING WHERE YOU ARE. I'll
help you use your current space to

about your real estate needs.

Please call or text me 913.980.5555.

AnnHyde.com

I am a long-time Armour Fields Resident.

best advantage.

ann@annhyde.com
913.980.5555

KELLER WILLTAMS Key Partners, LLC

4200 Somerset * Prairie Village, KS 66208
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A WHO’S WHO OF KANSAS CITY WOMEN by Shelley Cetin

If you have spent any time in Kansas City, you
have become familiar with the names of many
prominent men who hold their place in the city’s
history.

Walt Disney? Used as inspiration for Mickey
Mouse a KC mouse that appeared in the future film
maker’s desk drawer at a studio where he created
short animated films. Does the name Kirkland
Armour make you try to recall where you heard
it? Remember the hot dog song? “Hot dogs /
Armour hot dogs / What kind of kids eat Armour
hot dogs?” Yes, that Armour. Or what about jazz
greats Charlie Parker, Count Basie, and Bobby
Watson? There are even some men connected to
KC that we’d rather forget. Like the infamous
Tom Pendergast.

How many women’s names can you rattle off
if asked about the rich and famous of the area’s

Daycare & Resort

WHERE COOL
DOGS STAY

7200
WYANDOTTE ST.
_ KANSAS CITY, MO

== 816.361.3388
w poochesparadise.com

history?
Here are just a few:

Jean Harlow - The original “Blond Bombshell”
was born in KCMO.

Kate Spade - Born and raised here, she gradu-
ated from St. Teresa’s Academy. How’s that for close
to home?

Joan Crawford - The actress of Mommy Dearest
fame spent time here as a child.

Dianne Wiest - Born in KCMO, she starred
in such films as Parenthood and Hannah and her
Sisters.

Dee Wallace Stone - Born in KCKS, but we’ll
include her anyway because hey, it's the metro area.
She appeared in E.T. and The Hills Have Eyes.

Ginger Rogers - Yes, Fred
Astaire’s favorite dancing partner
hails from Independence, MO.

So next time you're asked about
famous people from the KC area,
pull out this list and start naming
names.

rdvertisi

The Armour Star reaches about
850 homes in our neighborhood each
issue, and accepts advertising at the
following rates: Size of the ad on
this page: $30 per issue or $105 for
four issues. Quarter page ads (such
as ads on page 6) are $55 per issue or
$180 for four issues. Residents of the
Armour Fields Homes Association
receive a 20% discount from these
prices. Other rates available upon
request. Contact the Editor, Shelley
Cetin 816.588.2817
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Armour Fields Homes Association
Board of Directors

President Hank Van Arsdale 660 West 69th Ter  816.333.6691 hbvanarsdales@gmail.com
and Fountains

Treasurer Stu Bintner 612 West 70th 816.523.0019  stubintner@aol.com
Secretary Shannon Dover 425 West 70th Ter  816.363.4086  sdover@nkcschools.org
Parks & Islands Jane Aylward 649 West 67th Terr.  816.333.7587  aylwardclan@live.com
Special Events Claire Terrebonne 424 W Dartmouth 816.585.4047 claire.terrebonne@gmail.com
City Liaison John Murphy 449 West 68th 816.729.5222  kellynjohnmurphy@aol.com
Block Captains Alex Kopulos 1004 W 68th Ter 623.337.1448  akopulos@gmail.com

Safety and Security Craig Nulan 7001 Edgevale 816.651.1424 cnulan@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor Shelley Cetin 441 West 67th Ter 816.588.2817 toto_fan19@yahoo.com

The Armour Fields Homes Association is a non-profit organization, with board
\_ members who donate their time and work for the benefit of the neighborhood. Y,

The Armour Star is published four times a year by the Armour Fields Homes Association. All articles

are written by volunteers from your neighborhood. Postage and printing costs are covered by

annual dues and advertising. If you have comments or articles, please direct them to Shelley Cetin
816.588.2817 toto_fan19@yahoo.com Copyright © 2010 Armour Fields Homes Association
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